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ACROSS THE MOST
POPULAR COURSES

Students moving away from orthodox choices




to a job. “Students today are more
aware than their parents. They want
to make sure that the course they opt
for can be applicable to the industry.
They want courses which also have
internships as part of the curricu-
lum,” she says.

Family businesses have always
been characteristic of India Inc., and
the boomingeconomy has given birth
to many successful first-generation
entrepreneurs. As a result, courses
in family business management

and entrepreneurship are in good
demand. Many B-schools have incu-
bation programmes which encour-
age entrepreneurship.

Even in the social sector, there are
courses which blend social aware-
ness with entrepreneurial skills,
such as the Master of Arts in Social
Entrepreneurship offered by Tata
Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai.
Says Dr Samapti Guha of TISS: “We
felt the need for starting this new
course after careful thought about
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Although there are not
many institutes
offering a course in
nanotechnology, it is
replacing biotechnol-
ogy in popularity. .
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Dean, Amity School of Business,
Kolkata

the emerging needs of wider soci-
ety to develop change leaders in the
field of social sector, who can create
enterprises with social purpose and
impact, and thus generating wealth
to enhance livelihood and sustain-
able development,” The course aims
at training and developing change
leaders for social and environment
causes. Field-based experiential
learning and classroom lectures
ensure that students develop eco-
nomically sustainable entrepreneur-
ial activities.

Why are some courses more pop-
ular than others? Education coun-
sellor Jayanti Ghosh says, “They
are popular because they are in the
news, and, hence, are better known
and socially more acceptable.” Some
conventional courses, such as MBA,
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continue to be popular because they
ensure a well-paid job. MBA degrees
these days, however, go beyond mar-
keting, finance and human resources.
Be it telecommunications, retail, hos-
pitality or fashion, every field needs
trained managers in a boomingecon-
omy, and specialisation is available
for almost every industry.

Saanya Sanghvi, a second-year
hospitality management student who
had done her degree in psychology,
has seen a shiftin her personality and
attitude since she began her course
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at Amity University, Delhi.
out of the classroom, our depart-
ment always makes sure hospitality
students are there to take care of all
events in the college. This constant
interaction does instil confidence in
a person,” she says.

Specialisation is a process of dis-
tillation. For example, a course in
retail management offers a gradu-
ate the expertise to work specifically
in the retail industry. Students are
taught everything from planning to
customer service. And such freshers
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Mistakes to avoid

t is imperative to have an idea

about the career you would like
to pursue while choosing a course.
Therefore, the decision to choose
or reject a course should be made
over a period of rime and after
careful consideration of various
relevant factors,

Some of the common mistakes
students make while choosing a
course are:

#Following the ‘herd’ mentality

Going for the most popular course

without giving any consideration. |

to the interest or ability
# Peer pressure

Choosing a course or college just
because friends opt it, even if one
is a circle in the square

# Parental expectations

Fulfilling parents’ expectation is
all right, provided the individual
has matchingaspirations and abili-
ties -
# Status

Going for a course perceived_’gs
prestigious and not because of
genuine interest

# Marks scored

The marks are the deciding factor
for many students. For example,
students with high percentages
tend to go for seience subjects
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“Even @ure of great demand in the industry.

Says Prof. Ramawamy Iyengar of L.N.
Welingkar Institute of Management,
Mumbai: “The retail industry has
been booming and there is a short
supply of talented manpower.”
Employers prefer recruits with
specialisation for obvious reasons.
“While hiring, companies take into
account the overall packaging of
a prospective student. Since these
courses are industry-specific and
have an updated course curriculum,
the students are geared in a much




